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‘Give attendance to reading, to exhort 


A. SERMON, 
BY lL. WHITNALL. 

“For as the rain cometh down, and the snow, from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth; and maketh it to bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the’sower am d bread te the eater ;— 
So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth, 
itshali not return unto me void, but it shall acfni- 
plish that which I please, and it sbali prosper whereto 
J sent it.”——/sa. lv. 10, Lt. 

Although I make no pretensions to inhi 
lity, and feel no dis spe @ to censure th 
who differ from re os Opinions; yet 
Iclaim the fret of my own reason 
in matters of v iortance. I presume it 
will be admitted very one believes and 
receives the Christian system according to 
evidences presented to his understanding 
therefore, whilet riptures are considered 
arevelation from God, ts - nec 
what they do reveal; for if they Contain @ 
truth predicated on the nature and perfections 
of the Supreme, which embraces the present 
and future happiness of man, it is of great 
importance to make ourselves acquainted with 
God, that wemay be at peace with him.— 
Therefore, in all our researches after truth, 
we ought to be extremely careful that we 
make no attempts to scan those infinite per- 
fections of Jenovan, which are above the 
teach of finite man. As the scriptures are 
adapted to our capacity, they present to us 
the benevolence of our Heavenly Father 
through the medium of natural objects, visible 
to our senses. For it is in the open volume 
of Natare we ‘behold -every thing conspiring 
torender man happy, and to excite our crati- 
tude to the Authour of every good and perfect 
gift. But through some strange infatuation, 
man has become the slave of his own weak- 
hess and ignorance ; he has lost sight of his 
heavenly Friend and divine Benefactor, aod 













































altar of SUperstition, and thus has degraded 
and debased himself; and although there may 

some exceptions, yet this is the condition 
of thousands in the present, as it was in an 
tient times, This induced the Prophet Isaiah 
'0 ask the important question—‘* Wherefore 
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sacrificed his noblest faculty, raeason, on the [ 










bread, and your labour. for that wh 










eth not /” Tt would be im 
the w of time and mon on 
Tiged nations, who have made migh 


to effect what is celed a reformation: mo ng 
ee heathers, by giving themumence ntion of 
the God they worship like themselves, which, 
if believed, would render them as miserable 
as demons tormented before their time.» We 
therefore consider it high time for — man to 
cease drawing comparative lines between bim- 
self and his Maker; and to know that God’s 


thoughés are not as our thoughts, nor his “a 
as our ways. 


Having made these yemarks, I now’ ee 
to jastify the ways of ;God to mam end prove 
him equally good to ¢!! moral intelligences, 
from the words befgge us. In attempting a 
discussion of this Moiect, we will consider 
* following particulars : 

The manner of the failing of rain andl 
snow, with the effect pr.duced on the eatural 
2s stem. 

Se "Phewerd of the Lord, as received, with 
its €ffects on the moral system. 

First, then, we will consider all the ele= = 
ments necessary for the good of man in his 
present mode of existence, and which, when 
they are rightly used, produce the most salu- 
tary effects. 

The element of water, whether considered 
as congealed into snow or not, is essential to 
man’s being; and should it be withheld fora 
long time, all nature world perish. .Thus, 
when we experience the effects of drofhgt for 
a considerable time in the summer se "we 
behold the earth parched with thirst, while 
the rays of thejsun penetrate every opening 
pore. The people become @issatisfied, and 
murmurs ensue, Not all the prayers of the 
righieons, ner the curses of the wicked can 
prevail; for the elements are above their con- 
trol. By ahis we re led to conclude that man’s 
extremity is God’s opportunity—that every 
favour is of him. While anxious man is be- 
holding the serenity of the azure sky, a small 
cloud appears to his emraptured view; the 
welcome cloud begins to unbosom itself of its 
watery contents without the efforts of-man, 
By this we are Jed to consider the commence- 
ment and progress of the gentle shower, free 
as the air we inhale, or the blood that ciren. 
lates through the veins. Again, we are Jed to 




































do ye spend your money for that which is not 
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a glorious discovery of its purity, by eibcsuine’ =i 


on the earth: for universal nature seems to ,the treacherous dealers have dealt treacher- 
feel the healing balm. Vegetation starts from ously with us.” Now the trath will affect the 
the winter of death; while we glance our’ haman mind as the rain affects the parched 
eyes along the surface of the earth, we behold ground ; and while we reflect on the degraded 
» the flowery carpet in the meadows, spread to: state of man, and turn over the pages of his. 
ige the attention of reflecting man; while tory, we sha‘! discover the growth and march 

the cultivated fields put on their pleasing gar- of human knowledge, which has been produ- 
fents of green, to our Creator’s praise ; and ced by cultivating and preparing the mind to 
Miadastious husbandman looks forward on receive the pure seed. ‘Those minds capable 
the cheering prospect tothe harvest reward of of nourishment and improvement, are looking 
all his toil, while his gratitude is excited to forth to see the clouds of witnesses arise to 
his benevolent Creator, . ‘I'o the two first parts bear testimony of approaching showers of «lis 
of this proposition { auticipate no o: jection. vine goodness. The mexhaustible fountain 
But i would offer another remark concerning of intelligence opens to the enraptured view 
“this sdbject, wich, tureugh ignorance, ‘is of man, and streams of goodness gush forth 
often rejected; which is the universality of , to the joy of his barren soul, and he -s led to 
the blessing of the rain and snow. ‘The ob. | exclaim, * O the freshness of grace that mets 
jection is founded on the apparent partiality | my every want and satisfies my thirsty soul, 
of God, viewed through a false medium ; as | for as the hart pants for the water brook, s0 
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the showers sometimes fall on one part of the 
country to the exclusion of others, and in 
cases where the blessing is equally needed In 
answer to this, let i: be remembered, that in 
the course of the year, all are equally blessed ; 
and even if we admii, that in some parts of 
the world, the rain never falls, yet they are 
blessed by the richer dew from heaven. Point 
fis to a part of the habitable globe where the 
sons of want reside, al@we affirm God is th re 
to bless ; or, as more fuliy expressed by the 
pious Dr. Watts: 

* Blessinzs abound where’er He reigns, 

The joyiul prisoner bursts his chains, 

The weary find eternal rest 

And all the sons of want are ulessed.” 

Secondly. if man has not sacrificed every 
principle of rea-on, and rendered himsel! in 
capable of reflection, he must at ouce disco 
ver, that the All-wise Creator, in his benevo 
lence to man, has reudered the operations of 
nature plain to his understanding So far as 
they correspond with the teachings of the 
spirit of truth, he may rest fully satisfied with 
the testimony of the Apostle Paul, Rom. i. 20: 
‘*For the imvisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things which are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead, so that 
they are without excuse.” By this we disco- 
ver atwofold demonstration of his power and 
goodness, in the government of the universe, 
by providence ana grace; which Jeads us to 
exataine more particularly into the glorious 
system of truth, or as expressed the “* worp” 
in the text. * So shall my word be ;” by which 
‘we understand his wisdom and power. 

As it has been admitted that the earth suf- 
fers for want of rain and snow ; so we admit, 
. “agreeable to testimony, that a famine has been 
sent into the moral world, ‘* not of bread and 
water but a hearing «f the word of the Lord.” 
In this sitaation, al! the direful effects of 
-moral-want lave been felt; and the people 

have cried out, “ my leanness, my leanness, 





pants my soul for God, yea for the living God.” 
The parched ground becomes a pool of water, 
agd man slakes his thirsty soul. Every power 
is excited with gratitude to the Supreme. 

Again, we would observe the purity of God’s 
word ; for however free, if not pure, it would 
@ontaminate. And surely the doctrine of eter- 
nal wrath and endless woe, forms no part of 
that word which is caleulated to bless; for 
every word of God is pure. ‘* Add thou not 
unto his word, lest he reprove thee and make 
thee a liar.” he glorious gospel is * good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all peo- 
ple.” Yes, it is the favour of God unto sal- 
vation; for God is expressly called the Saviour 
of all men, and the gospel is the power by 
which itis effected: for, in preaching, we 
either do, or ought to preach Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God; the power 
to save from weakness, and wisdum to deliver 
from folly. In this glorious process, we be- 
hold the mind receding from darkness and 
errour ; and all the face of creation is clothed 
in robes of rectitude, and bespeak their Ma- 
ker’s praise. And although we may not live 
to see this wholly effected, yet hope inspires 
us to look for its accomplishment agreeable to 
the text. The language is glorious and truly 
sublime. ‘* So shall my word be”—no perad- 
venture to foul this pure stream fraught with 
an Omnipotent I witi! anid behold the el 
fects: “Jt shall nut return unto me void or 
empty.” That the effects will be as universal 
as the power, wisdom and w Il of Jehovah, is 
evident ; for all the nations whom the Lord 
has made shall come and worship before him, 
and glorify his name. A truth so glorious, 8 
God-honouring, and heart-cheerig, is sufli- 
cient to call forth all the energies of the mind 
in love supreme to God, and subordinate to 
his fellow tnan. 

It must be acknowledged, that a being, 
sessing infinite perfection as the Univet 
arent, would devise the greatest possible 
good of all; therefore, if the doctrine of end: 
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lished it for good ; and if we ask for an evi 
dence of its good effects, we are informed its 
goodaess consist~ in vindicating God’s honour 
and displaying his justice. But if any are 
rendered the unhappy subjects of such pur 
ishment it must be by a demand of some law 
emanating from the great Legislator; and if 
such punishment is admutted ww satisly justice, 
it appears evident that justice, which we con. 
sider the greatest possible good, cau never be 
effected during the suflering of the crim al. 
Admit any period when suffering shall cease, 
anc it is what we coniend for. ‘Testimony is 
very conclus.ve on this subject from the plea- 
sure to be accomplished. It is said that God 
has no pleasure in the death of the sinner. - 
But the objector will say, he 1s pleased with 
vindicating his justice, and not simply m the 
sufferings of his creatures. ‘Then the suffer- 
ing of the creature must be separate from 
justice, or God must have pleasure in both ; 
for he is our Law-giver, Judge and King ; and 
he will save us. On this mmmutabie founda- 
tion we rest. The .udge of the whole eaith 
will do right; for be is without miquity. just 
and me ciful to all sending rain on the just 
and on the unjust—dispiaying his divine per- 
fections in the truth which emi tices the moral 
happiness of all rational inteliigences im tiis 
world, and opens a glorious prospect as it re 
spects the future existence of man 

I can discover no disadvaniage in giving 
free scope to the mind for examining the 
grounds on which we may hope for such a 
state. ‘The doctrine is neither new nor novel ; 
it has been contemplated by the ancients as 
well as these in our age. Although wild and 
vague have been the opinions as io what will 
be our joys arising from our pursuits in a con- 
tinued existence ; yet the difference ol opie 
ion furnishes no obj: ction against sucha stale 
For as we do not know by any revelation 
what awaits u- after the sable curtain of time 
is withdrawn, I consider the wisdom ot God 
displayed im withhoiding those particulars —- 
But considering the infinite perfecuons of 
God displayed in giving man an existence 
here, and qualifying him with a hope for the 
future, is the Strongest evidence that man 
oughtto demand univss he assumes the pre- 
Togative to enter the secret cabinet counei of 
the Most High, and become a partner with 
the Almighty. 

As it has been already observed, no one 
can believe without evidence. We believes 
the scriptures furnish us with sufficient evi- 
dence that man shall jive again afier the 
resurrection from the dead; ‘ for since by 
man came death, by man came also the resur- 
rection from the dead” In the volume of 
hature, (speaking philosophically,) nota sin- 
gle part of the whole is ever annihilated, 
although decomposed. It has been said by | 
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‘some very eminent men of learning and piety, 
that if they p ss from this into the future 
state, and cannot distinctly recollect all that 
transpired in this mortal state, to them it wilh 
amount to an annihilation. If the want of — 
recollection constitutes non-existence, then 
the majority of mankind only live ideally, for 
wone can remember the day of their birth.—— 
If then it requires a perfect knowledge of 
the past, to constitute future existence, we 
shali have many thmgs to mar our happiness ; 
and if it does not excel the present, { cannot 
see how one’s death is better than his birth. 
This 1s the conclusion, if we are allowed to 
reason from ana‘ogy ; not presuming fully to 
know any thing that is pot revealed, I hum- 
bly confide in God, am willing to trust him 
where I cannot trace him, even in ten thou- 
sand successive worlds ; for all will be well at 
last. “One strong reason why, as a Christian, . 
I believe ina future state, 18, that as thou- 
sands die ignorant of God here, and conse- 
quently not completely bappy, we cannot, 
without confining or limiting God’s goodness 
to this short and frail state of being, deny a 
future state ; and considering my text must be 
accotplished— whatever has been reve.led by 
the spirit of trut! here that relates to a here- 
after. will,be accomplished ; and there’will be 
no enemy to mar the peace of man beyond — 
the limits of this life 
With these considerations we are under no 

necessity. to stoop from the dignity of our 
stations as men, to inquire what the different 
effects of different systems have been when 
propagated by mankind But the great and 
important question is, are we found daily in 
the practice of those principles which are cal- 
culatea sn their effects to render mankind a ~ 
blessing to each other! Let us therefore 
arise iu the strength of virtue, using all our 
propensities and appetites to advantage, ma- 
king them subservient to the great object for 
which they were bestowed by our Creator. 
In this way we shail dv more to enhance tue 
happiness of our race, than all the examples 
produced by blood--tained altars or inconsist- 
ent creeds of men. Pursaing tus’ path of 
wisdom, we shall receive the rays of that light 
which stuneth brighter and brighter unto the 
perfect day. .fd when the sun of life shall 
set, and our locks shall be whitesed by the 
frest of many winters, the genius of Christi- 
anity in dove-like form, shali hover over our, 
ieads in the last struggles of expiring mature, 
and mn shall hear the plaudit, oW do 
thou good and taithful servant.” joy’s trian 
shall be proclaimed over the monster death, 
and man shall look through the slambers o 
the tomb, and in holy anticipations await the 


joyful resurrection ; and fully provethe trath 
of our text, that God's word. shall ; J 


that which he pleases, when man shall be at 
last escorted to that immortal state where sin 
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can‘never enter, or the wicked feel disposed 
to annoy; and then ail those redeemed from 
death, shall chant deathless and immortal 
honours to the Almighty forever.—AmEn. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
AN ESSAY, 
ON THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 
No. VIII. 
On commencing the inquiry into ancient 








) Pepinions, [ intended to run over the various 


“systems of religion which had, at different 
times, occupied the attention of mankind, and 


to have marked the gradual improvement of 
each, thit encouragement mght he afford- 


ed to the almost despairing philanthropist that 
truth was progressive ; and it may confidently 
+ be expected that the revolutions of the future 


will accelerate its march, as well as those of 


the past ; but I found myself labouring to prove 
what few will deny; and also exhibiting that 
kind of proof:which but few would appreciate. 
The question—'t Cui bono ?""—also occurred : 
What benefit wiil it be to mankind, to call 


from the tombs, here fur ages they have | 


been inurned, the ashes of those errours which 
‘employed the cogitation of the speculative 
and contemplative—which fired the zeal of tbe 


_ enthosiastick, or promoted the designs cf the 
ambitions for enslaving mavkind, and tramp- 
ling on the ruins of all that is nuble or endear- 


ing in the human bosom? All that we can 
say with certaioty, is, that man acquires his 
knowledge by observation and experience. — 
Time enlarges experience, and continual re- 
searches extend our observations; heace, eve- 
| -#¥ Generation may leave its successor an in- 
|» ‘Greasing fuod of knowledge, which may be 
transamitied, still enlarged, to later posterity, 
In conformity to this maxim, we find anti- 
quity, or the remotest period of which we can 
obtain any record, was extremely ignorant — 
The trne character of God was unknown; 
man’s moral and ‘religious obligations but 
vaguely perceived and improperly enforced; 
physical and intellectual science had no name; 
the trae principles of philosophizing, or the 
rales to be observed in our search after truth, 
were undiscovered ; hence little cap be found 
to satisfy the mind of the inquirer—he returns 
in disgust, and seeks relief in contemplating 
, the present, or expatiating in the boundless 
expanse of -futurity. Butas you come dowa 
you find an improvement. As men acquire 
leisure for study, they detect old errours, but 
generally substitute new ones in their place, 
which again, in their turo, give way to others 
more lately invented. 
Formerly men pretended to a great deal 
more knowledge than they do now; but since 
we have abated some io our pretensions, I 





am inclined to believe we are, in reality, more 
knowing; for there is more truth than poetry 
in Pope’s definition of wisdoin——" to knowhow 
little can be known.” Most of the moral, re- 
ligious, and philosophical systems which we 
have received from our ancestors, are merely 
hypothetical. They elicit genius, bot it is 
often of an nochastened kind. ‘Their authours 
had mental greatness, perhaps superiour to 
ours, but they were deficient in science ora 
trne kvowledge of nature 

Time was when the priests were in posses- 
sion of all the knowledge, as well as the reli- 
gion, of the community: and experience has 
shown us very clearly how willing this class of 
people are to enlighten the great mass of 
madkind. Now they do indeed jabour to dif- 
fuse knowledge, but they did net, do it until 
the laity came in possessicn of it by other 
means, Had priests pursued the course which 
the policy of that body suggested\as the most 
proper, we might perhaps, at this time, been 
bowing down tv Egypt’s “dok ox,” asthe fit 
object of our religious veneration; or, per- 
haps, fashioning with Aaron the golden calf, 
as the emblem of the God of nature. But 
they have been driven from their policy and 
have been compelled to resign the keys of 
science, and to relinquish’ their exclusive 
claims to the chair of literature. The keys 
of heaven and hell they are indeed permitted 
to retain, but the great body of the people 
believe they have neither power to open the 
one or shut the other. 

The ancients may be excused in some degree 
for the absurdity of their religious systems, 
for they depended wholly upon their priests; 
and as priests always delight to amuse the 
credulous by marvelous stories and astonish- 
ing miracles, we may suppose they revealed 
them in all the wild luxuriance of mysticism, 
and dealt out to the gaping multitude without 
measure, the pious absurdities of their mid- 
night dreams, and the holy raptures of their 
unlicensed, yet unreproved imaginations.-~- 
Their dreams and raptures may now supply 
matter for an evening tale, and may excite our 
risibility or raise our indignation al their im- 
positions upon their brethren; but they will 
not gain a moment’s credence, or create the 
least regret that they «re never to return — 
With these remarks we bid adieu to those 
airy castles and fantastick fabricks which once 
employed the imaginations, and excited the 

opes and fears of mankind; for though God 
may have spoken to them face to face, they 
were subject to the same law that governs us. 
The tree of knowledge must wait the nonr- 
ishment of:slow experience before it can ex- 
pand its branches, afford shade or beauty, 
yield fragrance or fruit 

Christianity has done mach for mankind.— 
But alas! the best system is of no avail to 
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niinds still slambering in the cells of ignorance. 
'Thoogh its rays bean with power, they cannot 
pierce at once the mighty deep of superstition; 
por can their -warmth penetrate tn a moment 
the icy heart of the bigot and melt it to phi- 
lanthropy. It has done much and much is 
how doing; but it would have done more it 
men had known at its first exhibition, what 
bitter experience has since taught, that, though 
science is not religion, she is the handmaid of 
religion, ‘Phere may be science without reli- 
giva, but religion cannet claim much purity 
nor usefulness without science. But science 
has flodrished under the fostering sun vf 
Christianity, and its reciprocal influence has 
brightened that san. expanded his rays, and 
given him a more agreeable and a more per- 
manent warmth. 

One circumstance which now exists, promi- 
ses to be of vast utility iv enlarging the boun- 
daries of our knowledge. Philosophegg now 
build on experiment. The fondness for hypo- 
theses and love of theorizing, which so long 
checked the growth of kuowledge. are now, 
insome measure laid aside for matters of fact, 
and it is now ascertained to be folly to baild on 
conjecture, orto pretend to know that which 
we have never secn, or investigated with any 
of our senses. True philosophy now atlempts 
to analyze vature, exbibit her various pheno- 
mena, bat not to explain them. The compo- 
sition of bodies is ascertained, and the changes 
to which they are tiable, are, in many instances, 
predicted. ‘Che mind also is subjected to the 
same analysis; its sasceptibilities developed, 
and the various classes of its changes, as they 
are affectad by its relation to matter or to itself, 
are defined. The same rule, the same method 
is tindwg its way in‘o religion, aod the most 
beveficiai results may be anticipated. 

O. A. Browson. 
To be concluded. 
earn. wins 
FOR TEAK GOSPRL. ADVOCATE, 

The readers of the fifth volume of the Ad- 
vocate, thirty-sixth number, will recollect my 
remarks on the proceedings of the Bible Class 
meetings in this place; the explanation of 
certain passages of scripture by the reverend 
conductor of said meetings. 

In my first remarks ou that subject, I had 
occasion to notice his exposition of Joho viii. 
5ist: “ Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, if a man 
keep my saying, he shall never see death.” — 
This death, the minister termed everlasting 
death in a future state, and concluded that 
this was the penalty of the law, in consequence 
of transgression. } remarked on the conse- 
quences that must inevitably follow such a 
conclusion, ‘after stating my own views of the 
nature of that.death, in the following words: 
“Tf eternal aMath is implied, then the whole 
human race are involved in ‘eternal death, 

without the possibility of wp escape, or truth 








must be violated. There is no other ulterna- 
tive, ‘for all have sinned.’ ‘To introduce @ 
condition after a penalty is incurred, for the 
purpose of preventing the execution of that 
penalty, is as absurd, as it now would be to 
introduce one to Jesse Strang,* for the pur- 
pose of preventing or avoiding the executiofi 
of that penalty which he has incurred.””. The 
No. containing these remarks, perchanee fell. 
into the hands of the Rev. Conductor of these: ~ 
meetings, the whole of which he transertbed, 
read, and commented upon, at their next Bi-— 
ble Class meeting. Being present myself om 
that occasion, ! felt a little imterested in the ~ 
use he would make of my communication, 
and particularly my proposition, that either 
the whole human family must suffer eternal 
death, or truth be violated. 

Now, reader, what think you was his an- 
swer! Did he deny the trath of my proposi-~ 
tion, logically deduced from his conclosion T 
By no means; for he well knew that it-was.a 
correct one What then were his remarks T ” 
He says, “If this be the case,” (viz. that 
every person receives, or suffers the penalty 
he has incarred,) “ then how is it possible that 
there is any such thing as the superabounding 
Grace of God?” Sure enough: if eternal 
death be the penalty incurred by transgression, 
how is it possible? But we will not take ad- 
vantage. His meaning is—how is it possible. 
that there is any such thing as the supera- 
bounding Grace of God, if all mankind receive” 
that punishment which they justly deserve 7 
“ Tlere,” he says “is a difficulty from which 
Universalists never have been, or never will be 
able to extricate themselves.” What a dis- | 
covery! ‘‘a difficulty!” Rev. Sir, we cam 
assure you that this difficulty is not altogether’ 
with Universalists. Do not the scriptures uni- 
formly maintain that God “will render to 
every man according to bis deeds ;” the 
soul that sinneth it shall die ;” that “he that 
doeth wrong, shall receive for the wrong which 
he hath done ;” that ‘* God is no respecter 6& 
persons ;’ that ‘‘ every transgression and’ diso- 
bedience shall receive a just recompence o 
reward.” Are such passages of scripture 
or are they false? If they are true, then they 
ave involved in the same difficulty that Univere 
salists are. No, sir; this difficulty is not alte. 
gether with Universalists, but with the bib 
It isthe bible with which you contend—n 
Universalists. But we are represented as de 
nying the Grace of God, because, forsooth 
we maintain his justice; that He “ will rende 
to every man according to his deeds ;” or, ix 
other words, we do not deny, but maintain ¢ 
just punishment for sin ' 

It has often been slanderously reported of 
us, that we deny the justice of God ; but he 
we are also represented as denying his 
What will not be heaped upon us! 


“This was p:evjoys to the execution of Strang. 
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Now, if we actually did deny the justice of | from the same subject and the same senti- 


God, as doour limitarian brethren, by saying | ment, we will extract from it a few lines for 


that the justice of God requires the endless 
punishinent of all menkind as a just penalty 
for transgression ; and then deny that all will 
receive this penalty——this just penalty; at the 
same time making God a respecter of persons, 
a vivlator of his word, which says He * will 


by no means clear the guilty’—If we actually | 


did deny the mercy of God, as do our limita 
rian brethren, by saying tha! God’s justice, in 
‘opposition to his mercy, will cousig® a por- 
tion of bis offspring to indiscribable and 
never-ending torment, at the expense of his 
word which says, that he ** hath included all 
in unbelief that he might have mercy upon 
all;” then we migh: justly and in truth be 
represented as denying both the justice and 
mercy of God But no—we invariably main 
tain, that * God the Judge of all the earth 
will do right;’ that he will not exercise jus 
tice at the expen-e of mercy ; that he will not 
exercise mercy at the expense of justice.— 
Nay—* Mercy and truth are met together : 
righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other”’—David. ‘+ Do wethen make void the 
Jaw through faith 1 God forbid: yea, we esta- 
blish-the law.” Is the law against the promi- 
ses? God forbid. * For what if some did not 
believe, shall their unbelicf make the faith” 
(the righteousness the promise * of God,” the 
covenant which he made with our fathers, 
saying unto Abraham, ‘and in thy geed, 
(Christ,) shall all the nations, families and 
‘kindreds of the earth be blessed,”) * without 
effect ! God forbid: yea, let God be true, but 
every man @ liar.” Who answers in the al- 
firmative ! 

We are now prepared to reiterate: If eter 


nal death be the penalty threatned in case of 


transgression then the whole human family 
are involved in death, without the possibility 
of an escape, or truth mus. be violated ; there 
is no other alternative, ** for all have sinned.” 
Now which way will the Rev. gentleman have 
it! Let him take his choice: will the whole 
human family suffe? the penalty of eternal 
death 7 or will the threatening of the Immu 
table, Immaculate God, return void? From 
the above premises one or the other of these 
two extremes must be admitted.. Here, then, 
we should say was ‘‘a difficulty ;” yes, ‘a 
difficulty’ from which he, with a!l the limita- 
rian oi thodox ia Christe:.dom never have been 
and never will be able to extricate themselves 
with any show of consistency. 

We will now introduce the Rev. Nathaniel 
Emmons’ method o: extricating himself from 
this difficulty. in his discourse, delivered Oct. 
15th, 1813, before Mendon Association, and 
now extant, second edition in pamphlet form. 
As this pamphlet was handed me by the Rev. 
Conductor of these Bible Class meetings and 


approved by him; and as: he has preached | 


| 


| 





the satisfaction of the reader. 

We will notice his views of the nature of 
that death threatened to Adam in the Garden. 
After labouring to maintain that the death was 
neither temporal nor spiritual, he adds, page 
loth, * But if the death threatened to \dam, 
was neither spiritual nor temporal death, then 
the question still returns, what death was it? 
In answer to this I observe, that it was eternal 
death, or everlasting punishment, 

“The assembly of divines say, ‘ Sin de- 
serves God’s wrath and curse both in this life 
and in that which is to come’ This is what 
Adam justly deserved for disobeying a divine 
prohibition clothed with infinite authority. It 
became the Supreme Lawgiver to threaten 
everlasting punishment to the first transgressor 
of his holy law; nor could he, consistently 
with his perfect rectitude, have threatened 
punishment of less magnitude or shorter du- 
ration. Surely sin was as great an evil in 
Adam as in his posterity, and deserved as 
heavy a punishment. But we find that God ® 
has threatened eternal death or everlasting 
punishment to his posterity for the leagt¢trans- 
gression of his holy law It 1s written, *Cur- , 
sed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them;’ ‘the soul that sinneth it 
shall die’ ” 

Here, then, we have the faith of this cele- 
brated Nathaniel Emmonsy D. D., not only 
asit respects the condition of Adam, but also 
of his whole posterity. 

Again, page 16, ** And may we not hence 
conclude, that the death threatened to Adam 
for his first transgression, was no other thau 
eternal death, the only adequate punishment 
for the least violation of a divine law.” How 
then can the endless misery of the whole 
human family be avoided? Answer, page 18, 
‘* But he (God) neve: does pledge his veracity 
10 inflict the punishment threatened in any ° 
law.” [ere then we have it, of the two ex- 
tremes, oue is taken at last, viz God’s word 
is become * of no effect,” or has returned void. 
Yee, the words of the unchangeable Deity— 
* Thou shalt surely die’ is but a mere farce, 
anempty sound! Proof, page 19, * and since 
it must be allowed that he had a right to for- 
give Adam, it must be allowed that he did 
not pledge his veracity to inflict upon him the 
death he had threatened, either on the day he 
sinned, or at any other time” (about the lan- 
guage of the serpent, Thou shalt not surely 
die.) ‘* This is no novel, or solitary opinion. 
Mr. Baxter, Dr. Gale, and Bishop Stillingfleet, 
professedly treating upon this subject, main- 
tained that God did not pledge his veracity to 
inflict the death which he threatened to Adam 
in case of his eating of the forbidden fruit ;” 
(three more of the serpent’s witnesses;) “ and 
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the vencrable assembly of divines express the , cannot see, with his eyes half way open, that, 


same scitimeat. They ask, ‘what is the 
misery. of that estate whereinto man fell !’ 
and they answer, ‘all mankind by the fall lost 
communion with God, are under his wrath 
and curse, and so made liable to al! the mise- 
ries of this life, to death itself, and to the 
pains of hell forever.’ If God does pledge his 
veracity in his threatenings, then all mankind 
who are under his wrath and curse are not 
only liable to the pains of hell forever but 
must actually suffer them to all eternity.— 
There is, therefore, no more reason to believe 
that God does pledge his veracity in a sim 
ple threatening, than to believe that «ll man- 
kind will be forever lost. We may hence 
conclude that God might have pardoned and 
saved Adam, notwithstanding he tad ‘hreat- 
ened him with eternal death for the first 
offence.” : 

‘thus, the reader will see Einmons’ reason, 
why Adam with all his posterity will not suffer 
the pains of hell forever, 1s this, because God 
does not pledge his veracity to inflict the pun- 
ishment which he has threatened: and the 
reason why God does not pledge his veracity 
to inflict the punishment threatened, is. be- 
cause in that ease, all mankind must suffer 
the pains of hell forever. This is just the 
amount of mviern orthodox reasoning. The 
reason why siu is an infinite evil and requires 

infinite atonement, is, because it is threat- 
ned with an infinite punishment; aud the 
_ reason why sin is threatened with an infimte 
punishment, is, because it is an infinite evil, 
and required an infiuite atonement. 

Ilence we discover that their doctrine of 
endless misery is not predicated on any word 
or threatening of God, but upon the above 
fulse propositions; not on any threatening, 
for he (Emmons) denies the existence of any 
threatening in the case of Adam He says 
page 14, * spiritual death is nothing more nor 
less than sin itself.” Page 17th, * [1 is rea- 
dily granted that he did die a spiritual death, 
the very day and the very moment that he 
tasted of the forbidden fruit. But this was 
his sin and not his punishment.” Now, if 
these statements are correct, God did not 
threaten Adam at ail; but only informed him 
that the day he eat of the forbidden fruit, he 
would commit sin, or bea sinner. Where 
then is the threatening, if spiritual death was 
“his sin and not his punishment fr’ Where 
then, I say, is the threatening ? Emmons talks 
about athreatening. He seesone. yes. his 
comprehensive mind knows there is one, 
though his reasoning denies its existence.— 
Bat suppose we admit that a threateuing is 
implied, as it seems he supposes or insinuates 

hat does it amount to, seeing he makes it 
acomplete nullity: page 18—* But he (God) 
never does pledge his veracity to inflict the 
Punishment threatened in any law.” 


* 


Who | 


! 


according to the reasoning of this famous au- 

| thour, the darling doctrine of endless misery 
is predicated, not on the word of God, or on 
any of his threatenings, but on certain pre- 
mises.or propositions, which he (Emmons) 
lays down as facts, at the same time qualify- 
ing them with his bare ipse diztt. We cannot 
ce nclude otherwise 

But if it be a fact, that God does not pledge 
his verac ty to inflict the punishment threat. 
ened in any law, we may hence conclude that 
he does not pledge his veracity to fulfil his word 
|in any promise. For what promise is there 
in all the bible; where the language is more 
positive—more explicit, than these words— 
Thou shalt surely die; and if God does not 
fulfil his word in this case, he may not in any. 
He may not when he says “I will ransom 
them from the power of the grave.”—* O 
grave, I will be thy destruction.” He may 
not pledge his veracity to fulfil his word where 
he says, ** Ask of me and I will give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance and the ut- 
termost parts of the earti: for thy possession.” 
He may not when he says, “and I give unto 
| thera eternal lile, and they shall never perish.” 

He may not when he says, * and him that 
;cometh unto me [ will in no wise cast out.” 
| And finally, we may despair of hope, of cor- 
| fidence in any promise revealed in the* sacred 
‘volume ; and when | am compelled, through 

the abominable inconsistency O& the doctrine 
of endless misery, to make this use of God's 
| word—when I can say of his positives, uncon - 
ditional and exp)icit language —#For in the 
day thou eatest thereof, thou shal®¥trely die’’ 

—tiat he does not pledge his veracity to fulfil 
that word; then will I willingly be classed 
with scoffers and infidels,.with those who 
deny the veracity of that sacred oracle. Then 
may it truly be said of me, he is ** without 
hope and without God in the world.” 

Let those, then, who cannot reconcile the 
mercy— the superabounding Grace of God— 
with the fact that every man shall receive a 
just punishment for his sins, settle the contro- 
versy with the Psalmist David: Psalms !xii. 
12 ++ Also unto thee, O Lord. belongeth mer- 
cy. For thou renderest to every man according 
to his work” « 

1 intended in this commnnication, after 
havity followed these orthodox dreamers 
through sme of their ramifications, to exam- 
ine the scriptural testunony concerning the 
case of Adam’ in consequence of disobeying 
the divine prohibition ; but as | have already 
written more than [ intended when I com. 
menced, | must reserve it for another commu- 
nication ; hoping, then, that | shall not be 
under the necessity of quoting any assembly 
of divines; but adhering strictly “to the law 
and the testimony.” A. €, 

Elbridge, January, 1828. 
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For tae Gosrgn ADVOCATE 
: A LETTER, 
To the Rev. William Wisner, of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Ithaca, N. Y. 

Sir :—The following passage, oathe 19th page of 
your * Review of a Sermon, preached by Bishop Ho- 
bart, at the cousecration of Henry U. Underdonk, 
D. D. Assistant Bishop of Pennsylvania,” appears to 
me not altogether unexceptionable You write—* Ii 
I have understood him, (the Bishop,) he is calling 
upon his Episcopal brethren, to aid bim in resisting 
and putting down three powerful and dangerous ene- 
mies. These enemies are, * The doctrines of grace,’ 
‘Prayer meetings, and ‘Revivals of Religion” In 
this warfare he intends to use, first, the spirztual pow- 
ers of the Church ; if these fail, then comes the aw- 
Sul resolve to presei ve the precious deposite of primi- 
tive ‘faith, ardour and worship, ‘af all haeards.— 
His allies and friends iv this conflict, are the Deist, 
the Universalist, the Socinian, and the-Roman Catho- 
lick. And the men upon whose heads the fury of 
this united host is to be poured out, are evangelicel 
Christians of all denominations.” 

The charges you here prefer azain+t the Bishop, 

his allies and friends. are, by no means, of a frivolous 
nature, when consilered in connection with the rest 
of your pamphlet.. They amount to nothing less than 
that this united host are not only determined to put 
tlown che docirines of Grace, and the means their 
friends use to support them; but they will, when it 
becomes necessary, pour out their “fury upon the 
~heads of evangelical Christians” themselves. Now, 
sir, the Bishop may reply for himsel!; he stands in ro 
need of my defenee; but as you have, by classing 
Universaliste with him, implicated them in the same 
charges, I shall reply to your remarks as far as they 
are concerned, 


Sir: I seriously prote:t against the classification you- 


have made, Had you laboured to convince the pub- 
liek, thate Bishop Hobart was determined, “at ail 


hazards¥’to Suppoit pure religion, and then told the 
people, th ersalist Was his ally and friend ia this 
determipati™, | should have ha! no objection to 


make. But you must odmit, to exert all the powers 
of your gigantick mind, anJ to open all the yast store- 
houses of your inteliectual treasures, for the purpose 
of giving the Bishop an antichristean garb and con- 
vineing the people he wears a garment so frightful 
and in reality so dangerous, is not making him a 
compaiffon that Christians would wish for an azso- 
ciate. Aud you cannot be so deceived, as to think 
you were dog honour to the Universalist, when you 
pronouneed him the ally and friend of this Bishop, 
who, as you had undoubtedly convinced yourself, 
was not ouly opposed to Christianity, but te Christ. 
ians, and would, if it became necessary, pour out 
his fury upon their devoted heads. And what, sir, 
have yor said in the extract [ have quoted from your 
Review, but, as must be evident to any who read, 
that the Universalists have the same character? And 
dc you, sir, really accuse Universalisis as being hos- 
tile to Christianity, and ready to pour out theimpegary 
upon the heads of Christians? You have done it,— 
And I ask what right has a man to siander a whole 
class of citizens, more than he has an individual? 
Could you, siy, suppose you were doing a real service 
to Universalists when you were telling the world, 
(for Ido not know how far your pamphlet may go,) 
that they would unite with, and be the friends of 
sach aman as you had represented the Bishop to be? 
No sir, you could not. What then could have been 
your motive? Toinjurethem? Silence the thought 
~—holy men never wish to do wrong. 

But ranking us with the Bishop is not all; we 
unite also with “the Deist.” This, sir, is calculated 
to give a wrong impression to tzose who are ignorant 
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of our sentiments. For their information, | will state 
what, I .hink, you must allow to be correct, thet 
Universalists are not so near allied to the Deist, in 
sentiment, as the Presbyterians. Deists do not be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ will save any of the human 
family. Presbyterrans believe he will save only a 
pari. But Universalists believe he wil! save all man- 
kind. Asthe whole is larger than a part, so | think 
it cannot be denied that Presbyterians come nearer 
Deists than Universalists du. But | will, by no means, 
say they are Deists. 

But Roman Catholicks must also be brought in, to 
do disgrace to others, and be disgraced by them. In 
my opinion, it would be tetter for you not to speak 
disrespectiully of the Roman Catholick. His church 
may have failings, but children should not devulge 
them. 

But, sir, you have not only introduced the Unirer- 
satist into bad company—you have not only, by se 
doing, given him a character which every Christian 
must abkor—but you have represented him us enga- 
ged in an unholy wariare, determined (o destroy the 
dvcirines of grace, and to destroy the means by which 
they are preserved. The Universalist professes (o 
believe in the doctrines oi grace, aud he labours to 
support them. His views may indeed be different 
from yours; but as your claims to infalibility are not 
universally aumitted, they may be right notwithstanc- 
ing the d.fference, Modesty is sometimes necessary 
in speaking of our own, or of each other’s sentiments. 
It is not yet decided whether Calvinism or Universai- 
ism be true, and while the cause 1s pending, we should 
not assume the decision in favour of either. 

But Universatists not only unite with the Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church, to oppose Christianity, but 
also to pour out their fury upon those who embrace 
it. Sir, have you ever known an instance in whith. 
Universalists were persecuturs! 


We have bese ae 
secuted; we have been slandered; we have been#? 


trenied aa persons unfit for society; and your own” 


devomination has, in more instances than one, refused f°“ | 


to reciprocate with us the kind offices of social life;— 
and more than once bave your spiri/ual chiidren inti- 
mated to us, we might stand by, jor they were move 
holy than we. But we have borue these insults with 
patience ;—our bosoms have kindied with love at the 
thought of society, and we could clasp each member 
with warm affection; and we have, when forbid to 
exercise these generous emotions, by the chilling as- 
pect of your religion, compassionated your ignorance, 
and consoled ourseives with the cheering thought that 
those who now treat us with contempt, will one day 
know the Lord and be happy. But, sir, we have ne- 
ver persecuted. We have claimed the liberty of 
worshipping God according to the dictatesof our own 
consciences; and that which we have claimed fur our- 
selves, we are willing to grant to every other. We 
have been called “hereticks,” “ infidels,” * blasphe- 
mers of God and revilers of his saints ;” but we have 
submitted, knowing it to be a faithful saying, that 
* we both labour and suffer reproach because we trust 
in the living God who is the Saviour of all men, espe- 
cifilly of them that believe.” Butuever, tomy reco!- 
lection, has any one befure yourself, intimated that 
we were likely to persecute Christians. ‘Thoug! 
Bishop Hobart may, in imitation of “ Loud and his 
associates in cruclty, callin the secular arm,” as you 
intimate he may,—I think no less sagacity than your 
own could have discovercd that Universalists would 
aid him in his unhallowed undertaking. Had we sent 
in memorial afier memorial to influence our legisle- 
tures—had we requested congress to appropriate @ 
part of the proceeds o the sales of publick lands to 
support a national clergy. and to enable them to wear 
a national costume,—we should not have been surpri- 
zed to hear you intimate that we may aid the Bishop 
in calling in the secular arm for the support of reli- 
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gion, Had we ever hung Quakers, or banished Bap- 


tists—had we ever bored the ears and tongues of those | 


who believed differently from ourselves—bad we ever 
burned any one over a slow fire made of green wood, 
for heresy ; or had we, like yourself, without any ap- 
parent compunction of conscience, told a respectable 
man, that “he ought to be put in irons for the benefit 
of his family and the good of society,” because he did 
not adopt our creed, we acknowledge you might, with 
some seeming propriety have pronounced us liable to 
persecute. 

But, sir, I conclude with the request, that when 
you have a desire to warn people agninst Universalism. 
that you would show to the world, by fair an! conclu- 
sive arguments, that Universalists are guilty of the 
charges you prefer azainsi then. But be assured sir, 
if yon choose to make your attack in the insidaous 
manner you have, we shall ever stand ready to repel 
thent, lam yours, &c. O. A. Browaon. 

Ithaca, N. Y. February, !828. 











“IMPARTIAL INVEST:GATOR. 


The truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 











SOCIAL COMMUNITIES. 

The following communication is inserted by the re- 
quest of the gentleman whose name is attached to it. 
We have been informed that he is an intelligent mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, though at present ac- 
tively engaged in carrying into practical operation the 
Whether Mr. U. is a disciy'+ of Mr 
Owen or not, is not known; and to us it is a matter of 
little consequence. We are free to acknowledge 


_ strong predilection in favour of some system of the 





Kind; though we are fuily persuaded that no princi- 


ples can be inculcated to so much advantage in socie- 
ties of that kind,as those of universalists. But if avy 
thing can be done to remove the evils now so preva- 
lent in society—to effect the great objects of philan- 
thropy, and to produce the practical fruits of brother- 
ly kindness and good will among men, we care not so 
much by what means, or under what name the im 

provement is brought about. We would have it un- 
derstood that we do not, by giving publicity to the fol- 
lowing, embark in the defence of any principles there- 
in expressed ; and that we do it only for the gratifica- 
tion of the members of the Kendal Society and the 
friends of those institutions, many of whom we con- 
cider as among the most respectable of our brethren 
in the faith. 

KEenpDaAt, Jan. 12, 1828. 





Mr. Editor :—Will you give the following a inser- | 


tion in your paper—* Kendal Social Community” 
commenced January 1, 1827, and has now one hun- 
dred and eighty members, including children. A 
part of the * Forrest ville Commonwealth” of Coxsac- 


kie, Green co, N. Y. have united, and are included in | 


the above number. 

The Kendal Community possesses about 2200 acres 
of excellent land, situated on an extended plain, three 
fourths of a mile from the Ohio Canal, elevated about 
80 feet above the Canal. On the premises are two 
mill sites, one now occupied by a Woollen Factory 


which is doing considerable business, and a saw mill; | 
tae other is not occupied. The site which is occupied. | 


has a fall of 23 feet, and the other 14 feet. ‘The stream | 


is a very valuable one though not large, lowing from 
a Lake, dhd fed by a great niunber of springs, It is 
very uniform in its size. 





: Caynga Patrict of the 20th. 


There are.on the land belonging to the community 
two invaluable quatmes of Free Stone, one on the 
cuna! and the other near the village. There is also a 
bed of excellent sione coal—One geod two story brick 
house, and several other buildings— barns, shops, &c. 
It lies in the county of Stark, township of Perry,about 
60 miles from Cleveland, one hundred from Colum- 
bus, the seat of government. 

A stage rans from Pittsburgh and Philadelphia 

through this place, nnd a petitiou is now before the 
Legislature for a great State Road through here to 
the west part of the state. A great amount of busi- 
ness will be done on the canal here, as it will be the 
uly place from Akron to Bethlehem, a distance of 25 
miles, ‘he Community need +n additional capital 
of say $15,000 to enuble them to extend their busi- 
ness go a‘ to make it profitable to have an addition ef 
members. ‘be property of purchasers lies mostly im 
farms which they find it difficult to sell to advantage. 

Persons of good character, having small cepitals, and 
hearts devoted to the system, can deposit it here and 
be made quite secure, and find a place where 
candour and sincerity are encouraged, where the 
causes of evil are inquired out, and where charity ia 
not only preached but practiced—where the Jew or 
the Christian—the Deist or the Materialist are each 
valued, not by their opinions, but br their moral char- 
acters, the only test by which any are justiy estima- 
ted. Much good feeling hus prevailed in our debaies 
—no sectarian prejudices interfere with the natural 
operations of the mind. ‘Truth is considered the E)- 
der; and from our own organization, from the arrange- 
ment of onr various senses, and from the impressions 
of objects on these senses, together with a comparison 
of these impressions, we seek to draw correct conclu- 
sions respecting men and things, 

Many of us would express our doctrine in the fe}- 
lowing“ Creed.” 1. Man is, and loves life, and seeks 
happiness. 2. Man is,and wishes to avoid misery. S. 
Man is born ignorant, i.e. without inate ideas, and 
learns from observation and experience ull the know- 
ledge he bas of good and evil. 4. Manis averse te 
evil, and inclined to good. 5, Mankind follow evil 
wholly from ignorance and pession. 6. Wisdum 
would, if poszessed, contro! al} the passions ; therefore, 
ungoverned passions are the effect of ignorance, 7. 
Education comprehends all the impressions either ob- 
jective or subjective which we feel. 8. All our opin- 
ions arise from education. 9. In infancy we believe 
‘alsehood without hesitation when told it by those we 
love. 10. Mankind in the present day are wiser than 
at any former period, and betier. 11. This is proved, 
ist, From their inventions aud discoveries in the phy- 
sical world, and 2d, from the decrease of sectarian and 
sectional animosities, and the.increase of good feeling. 

Your Friend, Sam’: UnpErgILt. 


EES 
ORTHODOX LINE OP STAGES. 

We have copied into our columns in this 
number, the proceedings of a ** Sabbath Con- 
vention,” which held its session in this village 
on the 13th and 14th ult to which are append- 
ed some remarks on the subject, from the 
Regarding this 
measure aS ap act unanimously approved by 


the presbyterians, and as coming before thag#- 


publick in an official manner, we should be 
justly censured, by all the friends of liberty, 
were we to let it pass without notice. 

That our readers may not be ignorant of 
the grounds on which we oppose the transac- 
tions of the ** Sabbath Convention,” we request 
attention te the following observations. 
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First. The Constitution and laws of our 
state, secure to each individual a free exercise 
of his religious aud political opinions. ‘This 
fact will be universally admitted. Hence, it 
follows, that a measure calculated to deprive 
any person or persons of the right above men- 
tioned, is a dir-ct mf{ringement upon the C n- 
stitution and laws ofthe state. The measures 
detailed in the history of the proceedings of 
the “Sabbath Convention” are intended to 
coerce all classes of our citizens into an out- 
ward compliance with the regulations agreed 
upon by said convention, and should therefore 
be regarded as an insult to the majesiy of our 
state and its laws. 

Sechadly. It is not our intention to discuss, 
at this time, the question, whether the Sabbath 
is a divine institution or not; it is enough for 
our present purpose to know that every man 
hasan undoubted right to think and speak of 
the sabject as he pleases. Bur it may be pro 
per to state, (what. indeed every one knows) 
that Caristians are by vo means agreed in 
opinion on the subject. The Universalists, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists. Unita- 
rians, and Methodists, are, we believe, gene- 
rally agreed in opinion, that the first day of the 
week should be observed as a day of rest or 
Sabbath unto the Lord; but the Friends, Se 
venth day Baptists, and others, are equally 
conscientious in tae belief. that if either day 
of the week is set apart as a particular season 
of rest, it is the seventh (our Saturday) the 
Sewish Sabbath. Indeed, but a few months 
since, an intelligent Seventh day Baptist, (Mr. 
Clark of Pembroke, Genesee co.) offered, ina 
Batavia paper, a reward of fifty dollars, to any 
one who would prove, from the Bible, that the 
first day of the week is authorized to be kept 
as the Sabbath. However immaterial this 
may appear, when abstractly considered, it 
shows, conclusively, that there are those, who 
conscientiously dissent from the commun opin- 
ion of the sacredness of the first day of the 
week : Andifitshall appear that the ‘* Sabbath 
Convention” has designed to institute regula- 
tions, which, when carried into effect, shell 
infringe upon the rights o: such individuals, it 
will show, equally clear, that\they have over- 
‘stepped the bounds of propriety, and ought to 
be discountenanced by every friend of to!era 
tion. 

Thirdly. It is well known that the laws of 
the United States require, that the mails shall 
be couveyed on this route, as wellas many oth- 
‘ers, on all davsof the week. Not only so, the 
rigilant and faithful Post-Master General, is 
particular in requiring that the mails shall be 
carried in covered carriages. The enterpriz- 
ing proprietors of the line of stages on the 
great western road, have contracted with gov- 
ernment to convey the mails as above stated ; 
and should they fail in so doing, they would be 
subject to heavy fines or penalties. Bur not- 


| that not to observe it as such, is wrong, or 


‘ be observed asa day of rest, to man and beast, 








withstanding all this, the ** Sabbath Conven- 
tion” has resolved, as will be seen by their 
proceedings, virtually, to exert their influence 
to the injury of mail contractors and all oth- 
ers, who, from necessity or choice, shall either 
travel, or run stages, on the first day of the 
week. How far this resembles a conspiracy 
to injure individuals, we pretend not to know; 
but of one thing we are confident ; if our laws 
justify such measures, the rights of individuals 
who enter into contracts with government, are 
quite insecure. 

fourthly. But admitting it to be right, and 
proper, that the first day of the week should 
be observed as a day of rest, and by inference, 


highly criminal; will a forced observance of 
the day be a virtue? Obedience to any law is 
good only when it is voluntarily perfurmed.— 
Hence, admitting that the Sabbath ought to 


whenever men are compelled, against their 
will, to keep the day. by putting up wherever 
Saturday otght may overtake them, it would 
only add hypocrisy to a criminal disposition, 
and, by consequence, make them worse, in- 
stead of better We are not a little surprized 
to find that the sagacious members of the 
** Sabbath Conv-ntion’”’ have overlooked the 
best interests of vital piety, and only aimed at 
the means of acquiring an outward observance 
of a duty which is only serviceable, when com- 
plied with from conscientious motives, 

Now, we feel no inclination to find fault, 
without a cause, with the proccedings of our 
orthodox stage-proprietors ; but so lopg as we 
have any interest in the peace of the state in 
which we live, or any desire for the perpetui- 
ty of our free institutions, we must be allowed 
to express an opinion of the motives by which 
such men are governed. Far be it from usto 
cherish a desire to have the institutions oc 
christianity abused, or neglected ; the interests 
of true religion should be sustained by every 
laudable means; but when ministers leave the 
sacred desk, and meddle with the rights of the 
people, when they insolt the dignity of our 
laws, when they assume the power to dictate, 
or adopt measures to coerce the publick ; or 
when, as in this case, they become stage-pro- 
prictors, and * runners” fora“ piety line” then, 
we conclude, it is time to speak, aud to speak 
plainly 

The first thing which strikes our attention in 
the minates of their proceedings, is the pecul- 
iar adroituess with which the members of the 
Convention have appropriated to themselfves, 
and the friends of the measure ; all that is good, 
moral. and holy “Every enlightened man, 
and every tene friend of his country” they sap- 
pose, considers the evil they have undertaken 
(oavert, as of great magnitude,” They would 
even seem to convey the idea, that every man 
who dovs not fall in with their views, is a trat- 
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tor to his country, and an enemy to all that is 
‘good in the universe of God. ‘This should be 
taken as a specimen of the charily, modesty, 
and piety of the Convention But notwith- 
standing they have (or would desire the pub- 
lick to think they. have) a warm regard for the 
best interests of community, they hesitate not, 
in violation of the first princijles of morality, 
to resolve, that * as individuals, aud members 
of the Convention” they pledge themselves to 
support the orthodox line of stages, to the de- 
triment of all who will not. of Cannot conscicn- 
tiously, fall in with their measures ! So much 
for their modesty. 

Next we will notice the means they have re- 
sorted to, with a view to make the Measure go 
down. They first give as to anderstand, that 
the exisience and prosperity of our guvern- 
ment, depend ou their holy interference w its 
behalf. ‘The “ spreading evil” of Sabbatb- 
breaking unless counteracted by some effi- 
cient plan, will speedily” [bear !] “involve our 
country in cain!” Now, reader, jook back apon 
the “ (imes which tried men’s souls,” and see 
if the orthodox clergy, saved our country from 


ruin, Look at Massachusetts, daring the late 
war Were the presbyterian clergy and their 


‘satellires thea engaged ia vindicating the rights’ 


of the people? How happens it, then, that 
now they have become so remarkably zealous 
for our liberties? Be assured that their pro- 
fessions are mere empty sounds ‘They have 
ever been the enemies of toleration, from the 
tine when Joho Calviv burned Servetas, down 
tu the present, us all bistory and expeiience 
will testify. No; their object 1s to obtain an 
iofluence over the publick mind, which as yet, 
the people have concurred in deaving them ; 
aad this is an artifice to which they ate com- 
pelled to resort, to sustain a sinking cause ! 
Witness other means adupted by these pre- 
teaded friends of Gud and our country. ‘The 
person whose name stands at the head of the 
list, as we are credibly informed, iu trying to 
gain over a respectable Inn Keeper in this vil- 
lage to the holy enterprize, assured him, (hat 
it would be fur his pecuniary advantage tu en- 
courage the plan, as the passengers would be 
compelled tu tarry with him overthe Sabbath! 
Indeed, nu means however pitiful, have been 
left antried, to wheedle the publick into an ap- 
probation of the measure. And yet, these 
humble souls, are disposed to insult communt- 
ty with a profession of zeal fur God. and regard 
fur our country ! ‘Tis brings to mind the fable 
of the ‘Toad, who turned physician, and pro- 
fe:sed the art of removing all protuberances 
from the flesh of his brethren while himself 
Was sorely afilicted with the sate complaint. 
Let these physicians heal themselves, 

But aside from all this, it is calculated to 
excite a smile (o contemplate the scheme 
when it shail be carried into eflect. They may 
obtain pious drivers (as there are many well 
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15 
qual:fied for the business out of employ) and 
orthodox stages, we uederstand§ can be pro- 
cured, ere long, in Boston; and orthodox run’ 
vers may be obtained from among the clergy ; 
bot it will be difficult to procure orthodox 
horses! Now, don’t accuse us, reader, of trifling 
with sacred things—we are speaking of a new 
line of stages, and stages have never before 
been sanctified. 

But. why i may be asked, have the pres- 
byteriaus entered into such a speculation 7— 
Answer: they have long thirsted for power ; 
they have attempted to obtain it by applica- 
tions to the legislatare but have failed. Theys 
see and know, that liberal principles are fast 
gaining ground, and as a last resort, theylfave 
adopted the measure under consideration. 
Every effort they have made, bas but accelle- 
cated their dowalall; and they are now adopt- 
ing measures to obtain the ascendancy, If 
they fail in this, as we confidently expect they 
will, they will be compelled to yield to the re- 
gularly constituted aathorities of the govern- 
went ; but if they succeed, it will but embold- 
en them to commit greaier outrages Upon the 
freedom of our cilizens. 


It will be recollected by many of our read- 
ers, that a few years since, af attempt was 
wade by the saperintendent of common schools 
tu introduce, ofiicially the pernicious ‘Fracts 
of the presbyterians. The attempt was justly 
constraed into an insult against the good sense 
of the people, and resulted in the removal of 
Mr. Yates from that office, which, by that act, 
he had abused. Subsequently, ah attempt 
was made to obtain the passage of a law ta 
compel the observance of the Sabbath. In 
this they also failed. Finding the legislature 
uf the state, and all enlightened people, agains? 
them, they have resorted to the plan above 
noticed I]t remains for the people to do their 
daty, and these holy conspirators will fail iu 
this also, 

No law compels an individaal to travel on 
the Sabbath, und no combination should be 
sustained which is at variance with the laws of 
our country Let the presbylerians, therefore, 
unite with all other christtin denominations, 
in endeavours to convince the people of the 
propriety of ohserving the Fourth Command- 
ment; and let them be tanght the virtue of 
obedience to the “ powers that be.” We would 
cheerfully co-operaie wih any good citizens 
in trying to convince the people of the propriety 
of remembering the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy ; but whenever attempts are made to force 
a compliance with the command, we shall efi- 
ter our humble protest against them. 

L inthe hiendhinemstuaitel 
From the Cayuga Patriot. 
NEW LINE Of STAGDS.. 

Religious measures and combinations which affect 
the rights of citizens, and have either a direct or re- 
mete bearing won the civil institutions of our coun, 
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try, interest the whole community, and are proper 
subjects for free discussioi. 

Under these impressions, we have copied into our 
columns the proceedings of a Convention, designed to 
enforce * the fourth Com:nandment,” and subinit them 
for the deliberate consideration of our rea‘lers. 

We will first concede that those who believe the 
Sabbath to have boen divinely instituted for the Gen- 


tiles as well as for the Jewish nation, are bound by” 


their consciences, not only to observe it themselves, 
bat to endeavour to persuade others to observe it, and 
that a violation of the dictates of ona’s conscience, in 
aay particular, is immoral, and tends to produce a ge- 
neral turpitude of character. On the other hand, 
there is a portion of our citizens, including the Friends, 
(or Quakers,) and a very great number who are at- 
tached to no retigious denomination, that consider the 
Sabbath only asa civil institution. Such may some- 
tim tform, on the Sabbath; acts that are lewful 
on r days, without wounding their consciences, 
and of course without detriment to their morslity. If 
we conceive them to be in an errour, we may pity 
their blindness, and endeuvour to enlighten their un- 
derstandings, but have no right either to coerce them 
Ynto a conformity with our views, or to impeach their 
motives. We know that it is very common for pro- 
fessors of religion, when at a distance from home, 
among strangers, to violate their consciences, by trav- 
elling on the Sabbath; but there is no conspiracy, no 
combination of men compelling them to do so—no 
stage driver ever refused them the privilege of stop- 
ping on a Saturday evening—no innkeeper refused to 
keep them over Suaday. They have periect freedom 
tego or stop when they think proper. What more 
can they ask?—-But no—this is not enongh. They 
must overstep the bounds of toleration, and coerce 
others, They say, in effect, to preprietors of stuges, 
“ Uniess. you do as we say, we will form a powerful 
religious combination, and employ the funds of the 
church to break you down in your business.” Com- 
binationz among poor mechanicks, for similar purposes, 
would subject them to fine and imprisonment We 
must not expect that these attempts at coercion will 
stop here, unless successfully resisted. “ If they do 
fhese things in the green tree, what will they do in the 
ry?” They will extend their regulations to other 
rbranehes of business, besides the running of stages, 
and proceed from one step to another, till, like the 
Jesuits of former times, they contro! not only the go- 
vernment, but the internal concerns of every man’s 
family, ‘We are not disposed to impeach the motives 
of any; we only epeak of the consequences of measures; 
and whilst we epprove of all sincere and honest reli- 
gious feelings and actions, we must not forget that the 
warning voice of history,as well as recent indications 
of clerical arrogance, admonish us to be vigilant and 
faithful in guarding our republican institutions against 
the effects of unwarrantable relizious assumption.— 
Llere we rest for the present. 
From the Free Press Extra, February 14, 1828. 
SABBATH CONVENTION. 
THE SABBATH. 

% In it ihou shall not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid- 
sercant, nor thy cattle.” — 

* We are much gratified that an attempt has lately 
been wade ai Rochester, to induce the observance of 
the Sabbath, by those employed in Freight Boats on 
tae Canal, anc hail with peculiar joy the prospect of 
its suceess through all the Lines. Encouraged by this 


yaovement, we would heer the call of providence urg- 
ing us onward in this good work—and we now propose 
‘that something may be done to prevept travelling in 
Stages to and from Albany and Buffalo, on the Lord’s 
Day. Jt can be done, and must be done—not by the 
Legislative interference—but by the veice of the moral 
partof this community ‘ 


: 





‘** After consulting among ourselves, and with! ¢en- 
tlemen from other parts of the country, we are induced 
to propose a meeting of'one or more delegates from 
each of the towns of Troy, Albany, Schenectady, 
Utica, Rome, Syracuse, Auburn, Geneva, Canandai- 
gua, Rochester, Batavia, Geneseo, Buffalo, and such 
other places as are disposed to send delegates ; to'meet 
at Auburn, on Wednesday the 13th of February next, 
at nine o'clock in the morning, to agree on measures 
that shail uaite the influence of al! moral men, in es- 
tablishiug and supporting a Line of Stages which shall 
not violate the Laws of God and the Land. We can- 
not, of course, lay before you any plau fully digested ; 
but would make a few suggestions, and rely on your 
delezates t6 make full inquiries, and come prepared to 
adopt and put into immediate operation, such meastres 
as shall seem best caiculated to efiect the object. We 
think that stage proprictors may be induced to under- 
take the business, upon their own responsibility and 
account, with the certain prospect of profit andsuccese. 

Itis proposed that each delegate should bring the 
names of persons in his own town, who wi pledge 
themselves to give their whole intiuence and business 
to such an establishment, for at least two years—-the 
fare being rezular and not over 4 cenisa mile. We es- 
timate that two daily lines—one to run night and day, 
and the other allowing time for sirep—could be estab- 
lished, from Albany and Troy to Buffaio, for $25,000: 
That of thissum, we prepose that Aibany and Troy 
raise $5.000; Utica and vicinity 5,000; Auburn, Ge- 
neva, and Canandaigua, 5,000 ; Rochester and vicinity, 
5,000; Buffalo, Batavia, and vicinity, 5,000 ;—And 
that individuals will loan, for such time as the circGm- 
stances of the proprietors may requiie, and such sums 
as are necessary, (if any,) to effvct the object. 

* We must undertake this business counting the cost 
and yet remembering that it is the cause of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and must prevail. 

“ Wishing you grace, mercy, and peace we are -res- 
| pectfully. 

Abraham Varick, 
Elizur Goodrich, 
Edward Vernon, 
Spencer Kellogg’, 

Utica, Jan. 31st, 1828.” 

In pursuance of the above circular, a convention 
was assembled at ihe Western Exchange, in the village 
of Auburn, on the 12th,and continued till the 14th 
day of February, 1828, consisting of delegates from 
the following piaces, to wit :— 





A. M. Beeboe, 
Thos. Christian. 
Walter Kine. 


anette pees 





Intcresting communications were received fiom 
other places,which were not represented by delegates. 

Which convention hayiug prayerfully deliberated 
| on the object of the meeting, unanimously adopted the 
following address and resulutions, to wit:— 

To tHe Pousiic—By every enlightened man and 
every true friend of his:country, the existence and 
preservation of the holy Sabbath is esteemed as essen- 
tial to the best interests of society. A free government 
must rest its happiness, and indeed its very existence 
on the virtue aud morality of the people. Virtue 
and morality never have existed, and under the con- 
stitution of tiie divine government, never cun exist 
without the institutions of religion. From the history 
) of the world, and of the Christian church, it appears 
j evident, that on no institution do practical virtue and 
' morality so much depend as on thet of the Sabbath; 
hence any awakening and increasing interest to pre 
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/ Clinton, | Lyons, 
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| Yates, 4 Palayra, 
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serve that day from profanation, and impress the im- 
portance of its observance upon eommuaity at large, 
¢annot but be hailed with liveliest gratitude by every 
well wisher to society. Under these impressions, and 
with full conviction of duty, the undersigned delegates 
from the various sections of the western district of the 
state of New-York, met at Auburn, on the 13th inst. 
in convention, to devise measu es, to secure more effec- 
tually thesanctity of the holy Sabbath. | his conven- 
tion were much encouraged by the fact, that a number 
of gentlemen under the influence of pious and patriot- 
ick feeling, have suggested and urged the importance 
of established publick conveyances which sha!\ not vi- 
olate tae Sabbath: hoping and believing, that all men 
may ere long be disposed by such an example, to dis- 
eoatinue all such publick habits as are now so preju- 
dicwl to the well observauce and sanctity of the Sab- 
bath, 
. The convention are cheered by the appearance of 
euch a spiritin many of the community, as such a har- 
hinger of safety to our country, as wel! as the libera- 
tion of thousaads from ensnaring circumstances—Be- 
lie ving, without a doubt, that the spreading evil which 
has existed for years, unless counteracied by some effi- 
cient plan, wil! speedity involve our country in ruin, 
by aunihilating the \afluence of moral principle : this 
convertion under an effecting sense of their obligation 
to God and ta the public generally, would beg leave 
to suggest the following resolutions, and inyite the co- 
operation of all the geod people of this land, to effect 
an object of such vital importance as securing asacred 
regard for those institutions upon which the morality 
and virtue, aii indeed the existe.ce of a free people su 
entirely depends. ’ 

Resolved, ‘That this convention view witb peculiar 
gratitude and joy the many evidences before us that the 
feelings of this cominunity are opposed to the profana- 
tion of the holy Sabbath, by the running of stages on 
that day. 

Resolved, That we feelcalied upon hy a voice trom 
every par! of the state, tu adopt measures erleulated 
to secure obedience to the fourth commandment 
Therefore Resolved, ‘That 

John T. Norton, of Albany, 
Jonathan Crane, Schence/ady, 
EKi.zur Goorich, 


Abraliew Varick. ( Utica, 
) 





Edward Vernon. 
Wilsem Browa, Auburn, 
Wilham Tillman, Geneva, 
Henry W. Taylor, ¢ 
Waiter Hubbell, § 
Arristarchus Champion, 
William Atkinson, 
Josiah Busvei, Jr. 
Thaddeus Joy, Buffalo, 
be, and they are versby appointed commissioners to 
establish a line or lines of stages between Albany and 
Buffaic and Niagara, that shall not travel on the Sab- 
th. 

Resolved, That we as members of this convention, 
and for ourselves as individuals, pledge our patron- 
age and support in faveur oi the said line or lines of 
stages, whea put ito operation. and that we wil] give 
our influence und exertions to promote this moral en- 
terprize. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this convention 
be signed by ull the inembers present, and thut the 
editors of papers in this state friendly to the “sabbath, 
be requested to publish the same. 

ELIHU EWERS, Chairman. 
Spencer Ke.xuocc, Sceretary. 

M.C. Reed, Amaziah How, 

Reward Verjon, Seih Hastings, 

Jn. Sloaue, jr. Richard Steel, 

Perez Hastings, Josiah Bissell, pr. 

* Tra Gould, Israel Huntington, 


Canandaigua. 





( Rochester, 


Theodore Speneer, 
Edson Carr, 
Hiel Warner, 

E. Dean, William Brown, 

Lyman Grandy, Henry Bradley. 

After finishing the above proceedings respecting the 
stages, the folowing measures were adopted relative 
to the Packet and Freight Boats on the Erie Canal and 
Steam Boats on the Rivers :— 

Resolved, That no ordinary circumstances shall in- 
duce us totravel in Packet Boas which violate the 
holy Sabbath, when the proposed line of Stages shall 
have been established. 

Resolved, That we will concur with the friends of 
Religion and Morality in New-York. Albany,and Troy, 
in all proper measures for ewcouraging Steam Boats on 
the Hudson River which shel! noi run on the Sabbath 
d 


Artemus Stone, 
Ephraim Scovell, 
Joh» Perine, 


ay. 
Resolved, That this Convention highly approve of 
the efforts recently originated in Rochester to check 
the violation of the Sebbath on the Erie Canal; an4 
that we pledge ourselves as citizens agi men of bust- 
ness, to give our patronage te such meu as do not permit 
their Boats to run oa the Sabbath. 

In behaif of the Convention. 


ELIHU EWERS, Ci’n. 
SPENCER KELLOGG, Sec’y. 
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“BARN SoPLY CONTEND FOR THt FAITH.”” 








{> Owing to the circumstance of our having a great 
variety of matter on hand, and the length of severe! 
articles which appear in this number, we are prevent- 
ed from troubling our readers with our own lucubra- 
tiens under this head of the Advocate. We would 
have our readers apprized of the fact, however, that 
we feel it to be a duty to give them, in each number, 
something on the greai subject of the Gospel. As it is 
our object, not only to investigate and expose errour, 
but also to defend and establish truth, we shall gene- 
rally have a greater variety than will be found in our 
paper to-day. 

Ly We ere surprized io learn frem the last “ Olive 
Branch,” that the proprietors of that paper will not 
“realize equal to five hundred” sabscribers for the 
first volame. Should the * Dialogical Instructor’ be 
as badly sustained, it would excite our astonishment. 
We wonder that the friends of “the Convention” 
should neglect their devoted servants. 


tT} Proposals have been issued by Br. M. Smith, of 


| Milledgeville, Georgia, to publish by subscription a 


| 


work designed to disprove the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of ihe body, and that of a general judgement after 
the resurrection. The price wiil be fifty cems, stitched 
in coloured covers; the work to contain between one 
and two hundred pages duodecimo. 

fr We would invite the attention of our friends ia 
this village and vieinity, to the following notice of « 
meeting to take into consideration the propriety of 
building a Meeting-Houee. Those-of our fiiends who 
reride in the neighbourhood of Auburn, are respectful 
ly informed, that the sociely in this place will be happy 
to consult their convenience and wishes, in regard to 
the location of the Louse, if they should determine te. 
ereet one: and would be clad ta have them attend the 









i 








78 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








meeting on the 5th, to confer oa the subject. It needs | port what appears truly laudable withont scrutinizing, 
no argument to convincgour bretliren of tle fact, that | !or fear of the forezeing influence. In our schools, in 


a meeting-house is mnch needed in this place, and 
should they feel themselves able to erect one the ensu- 
ing season, the event might be hailed as an auspicious 
era in the cause of truth among us, It is hoped and 
believed that the meetiug will be generally attended. 


PThe following Universulist books are kept on 
hand for saie by U. F. Doubieday at his book-store, 
viz. Balfour’s Ist and 2nd Inquiries; Ballou’s Notes on 
the Parables; Pickering’s Keply to Dr. Carpenté ;— 
Ten Letters to a candidate for the ministry, by R. 
Canfield; Pleasures of Light, &c. by M. Smith; to- 
gether with a general assoriment of Bibles. *,*Want- 
ed, as above, Ballou on Atonement, and Pickering’s 
Hymn Book. Two or three hundred of the Hymn 
Books would meet witha ready sale here and to the 
west. The pa@blisher woul! do well to supply the 
demand, by furnishing book-sellers with a supply, or 
some other kind will be procured. 


SELECTIONS. 


From the New-York Enquirer. 

Cuunca anv Stare.—lIi isa hard case that the 
most useful institutions are seized upon by persons who 
are bent on establishing a paramount clerical) influence 
in this country ; and great care must be taken or finally 
they will succeed. ‘I'here is no institution which we 
think better of than Sunday Schools—innocent and use- 
fal as they are, there is much priesteraft abeut them. 
There is pending befurethe Pennsylvama legislature a 
hill to iacorporate one of these institutions, and we 
make the following extracts from their publications, 
as religious “ signs of the times :” 

“Tu tea years, or certainly iu twenty, the political 
power of our country would be in the hands of men 
whose characters have been formed under the infiuence 
ot Sabbath Schools.” —p. 93, Append:x to ¢d Anniver- 
s.ry Report Sunday Schoo! Union, 1626. 

* * * * * * 











“I propose feilow citizens, a new soit of union, or, 
if you please, a Christian partly wm politics, which | 
am extremely desirous all good men in our country 
should join; not by subseribing to a constitution and 
the formation of a new society, but by adopting, 
avowing, and determiming to act upon truly religious 
principles in all civil matters.” 


“The Presbyterians alone could bring half a million 
of electors into the field.” 

* The electors of these five classes of true Chris- 
tians, united in the sole ‘requisition of apparent friend+ 
ship to Christianity in every candidate tor office whom 
they will support, could govern every public election 
in our country, without infringing in the least upon 
the charter of our civil libérties.”’ 

“It will be objected that my pianof a truly Christian 
party in politics will make nypoerites. We are not an- 
swerable for their hypocrsiy,if it does.” 

“fam free toavow, that other things being equal, | 
would prefer for my chief magistrate, and judge, and 
ruler, a sound Presbyterian. 

* Suffer my Christian fellow-citizens, a word of ex- 
hortation : Let us all be Christian politicians. 

“ Let us be as conscientiously religious at the polls 
as in the pulpit, or house of worship.” 

These gentlemen begin to feel their power, or they 
would not be so bold and open in their declarations. It 











is a hard case that the American people dare not sup- | 





our hospitals, in our political institutions, in eur @omes- 
tie relations, we shall feel the finger of this inquisi- 
toriai power, unless they are checked in the danger- 
ous doctrines broached in the foregoing extracts. 
RL 


DIFFERENCE OF THE SEXES, 

Mr. Ducacpd Stewart, inthe third volume 
of his Philosophy of the Human Mind, recently 
pubhshe:, discusses the difference between the 
sexes; and he takes occasion to express his 
adoption of the opinion Jong since sanctioned 
by Plato, and maintained by the mast’ euligh- 
‘ened and judicious philosophers, that ‘‘ there 
is no nataral difference between the sexes, but 
in point of strength. When the entire sexes 
are compared together, the female is doubt- 
jess, the inferior; but in individuals, the wo- 
man has often the advantage of the man.” 

“In this opinion, I have no doubt that 
Plato is in the right. The intellectual and 
moral difference between the sexes, seem to 
me to be entirely the result of education ; using 
that word in its most exteusive sense, to com- 
prehend not merely the instructions received 
from teachers, but the habits of mind imposed 
by situation, or by the physical organization of 
the animal frame 

* Tt must be remembered, too, that certain 
intellectual and moral habits are tbe natural 
and necessary consequences of that difference 
in point of strength which Plato allows to dis- 
tingnish the sexes. ‘The form of the male is 
evidently much the better fitted for bodily ex- 
ertion, und a less measure of exercise seems 
to be suflicient to preserve the female in health. 
Hence the sedautry haluts early wequired by 
the other sex, and that comparative timidity 
which results trom a want of familiarity with 
those external injuries to which the stronger 
sex tsdatly exposed This timidity is to be 
observed, by no means implies an impatience 
undet present sufferings; for the female, tho’ 
less courageous than the male, is commonly 
more resigned and patient ander severe afflic- 
tion ‘The menial constitations, in this respect, 
of the sexes, are happily adapted to the diffe- 
rent provinces ailotied to them io life; the 
male being the natural protector of the female 
‘n moments of danger and sudden alarm ; the 
female destined to be his comfort and support 
in seasons of sorrow and protracted suffering. 

‘From the greater delicacy of their frame, 
aad from the numerous aliments connected 
with their sexual (emperament, combined with 
the constant familiarity with distresses which 

re not their own, the sympathy of woman 
vith the sufferings of others is much more 
ively, and their promptitude to administer 
relief, wherever it is possible, is much more 
eager than the generality of mea —To the 
truth of this remark, every days experience 
hears witness; and from the testimony of tra- 
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veliers it appears that the observation extends 
to wornen in all the different stages of society. 
"In consequence of the greater nervous ir- 
ritability of women, their muscular system 
seems to possess a greaterdegree of that mo- 
bility by which the principle of sympathetic 
limitation operates —Hence their proneness 
tohysteric affections, and to that species of 
religious enthnsiasm ®bich is propagated by 
contagion. Hence also their teadency to mise- 
ry, and the niceness of their tact with respect 
tothe more delicate features of character. 
To the different process of their edacation, 
and of their early habits, Mr Stewart imputes 
the inferiority of the fair sex to the stronger, 
in acapacity for patient thought, and for alj 
those pursuits which require systematic men- 
tal attention. From their infaucy the minds 
of females are peculiarly alive to sensible ob 
jects; they are, therefore, easily influenced by 
casual associations, and hence their acknowl! 
edged superiority in their powers of coover- 
sation, aud in epistolary writing. 
clare ee 








Jeremy Tailor's Idea af an Atheist. 


Who in the world is a verier fool; a more 
ignorant, wretched person than he that is an 
Atheist? A man may better beleve there is 
no such man as_ himself, and that be is not in 
being, than that there is no God: for himself 
can cease (to be, and once was not, and shall 
be changed from what he is, and in very many 
periods of his life kaows not that he ts; aod 
so it is every night with hin) when he sleeps; 
but none of this can happen to Ged ; and if 
he knows it not, he isa tool. Can any thing 
in this world be more fooiish, than to thmk 
that all this rare fabrick of heaven and eart) 








can come by chance, whew all the skill of art | 


is not able to make an oysier? to-see rare 
effects and no cause; an excellent govern- 
meut and no prince, a mutivn without an im- 
moveable ; acircle without a centre; a time 
without eternity; a second without a first; a 
thing that begins not from itself, and therefore 
hot to perceive there is something trom whence 
it does begin, which must be without begin. 
hing: these things are so against philosophy 
and natural reason, that he must needs be a 
beast in his noderstanding that does not assent 
lothem. Thisis the Atheist the fool heth 
said in his heart there is no God: that is his 
character. ‘lhe thing framed says thut oothing 
framed it; the tongue never made iseli to 
speak, and yet talks against him that did; 
saying that which is made. is, and that which 
Made it, isnot Bui this folly is as infinite as 
hell, as much without light or bound as the 
chaos or the primitive nothing, But in this the 
devil never prevailed very far; his schools 
Were always thin of these lectntes. Some 

W people have been witty against God, that 


taught them to speak before they knew how 
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to spell a sylable; but either they are mon- 

sters in their manners, or mad in their under- 

standings, or never find themselves confuted 

by a thunder or a plague, by danger or death. 
PT 3s 








Sir Philip Francis oace waited apon Mr. 
Burke, by appotntment to read overto him 
sume papers respecting Mr. Hasting’s delin- 
queaces. Hecalled on Mr Burke in his way 
to the house of a fricud, with whom he was 
engaged \o dine. He found him iv his garden 
hold.ng a grasshopper. * What a beautitul 
animal is this!’ suid Mr. Burke, “ observe 
its structure—its lips, its wings, its eyes ’— 
* ffow can you,” said Sir. Pip; * lose your 
time in admiring sach ao animal. when you have 
so many objecis of momeut to attend to?” 
‘Yet Socrates,” said Mr. B. “according to 
the exhibition of him in Aristophanes, ati end- 
ed toa much less animal be actually measured 
the proportion its s:ze bore to the space it 
passed over its skip; that of a grasshopper 
does not exceed itslength; let ussee.” “My 
dear friend,” said Sir Pinip, * I am in a great 
harry; let us walk in, and let me read my pa- 
perstoyou” Into the house they walked ; 
Sir Phillip begaa to read, and Mr. Borke ap- 
peared tolisten, Atlength Sir Philip heving 
misplaced a paper, a pause ensued. “] thik,’ 
said Mr. Burke, * that naturalists are now 
agreed that decusto not cicada, is the Latin 
word for grasshoppers What is your opin- 
ion, Sir Phihp?’ © My opinion,” answered, 
Sir Poilip, packing up bis papers, and prepar- 
ingtomove off, “is, that il the grasshop- 
pers are out of your head, U will be idle to 
talk to you of the concerns of Tadia.”—AMr. 
Putler’s Reminiscences 
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Love saysa lively French writer: is like 
the small pox; the later in life we have it, the 
worse in general it is. 

Excess 0! ceremony shovvs went of breeding, 
That civility is best which excludes ali super. 
fluous formality. 





At a meeting of the members of the First Univer- 
salist Society of the village of Auburn, convened 
at the bouse of Holt & Curtis, on Thursday the 2ist 
insianton motion of Ezekiel Williams, Esq. it was 
unavimously 
Resolved, Phat proper and efficient measures be ta- 

ken to erect a suiiable house fur public worship the 

ensuing season, 
On motion of J. R. Bodley, it was 
Resolved, That a Committee consisting of Allen 

Worden, E. Willams, U. F. Doubleday, J. Swati, 

and G, Standart, be instructed to report to an adjourn- 

ed meeting a plan of said house, and elso the probable 
expense an location of tha.seite, 

On motion of L. Fayne, Esq. é 

Resolved, Thut this meeting stand adjourned to Wed- 
nesday the 5th day of March, at 2 o'clock,” P. Mi. at 
the above mentioned place, and that notice of the 
same be given in the different village papers. 

ALLEN WORDEN, Chairman. 

J, R. BODLEY, Secretary. 
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TO A GROUP OF PLAYING CHILDREN. 
Laugh on while yet the rosy blush 
Of childhood’s morning tints your skies ; 
Laugh on, while yet the kindling flush 
Is on your cheeks and in your eyes ; 
1 would not tell, to make, you grieve, 
How soon that mirth shall pass away ; 
That morning fade and only have 
The broad, dull light of common day. 


It makes my very spirit glad 
To see your mirth and careless joys ; 
And may you never be more sad 
Than you are now, my bright eyed boys! 
But I can read on every tuce,—- 
A somethiug upou every brow, 
‘Which will not pass without a trace 
“OF things you are uot dreaming nuw. 


First, passions wild and dark and strong, 
Aud hopes and powers aad feeling: high ! 
Then manhood’s thoughts, a rushing throng, 
Shail sini#@*.c cheek and dim the eye. 
Aud brows siall grow all pale with care, 
Aud lips shall writhe iu scorn or pain, 
And age come on with hoary hair—- 
And sadly tend to earth again. 


And cherished fancies, one by one, 
Shallsiowly fade from day towlay ; 
And then, from weary sun to sun, 
Ye wi!) uot have the heart to play. 
But oft amidst the shifting seene, 
You'll smile on childhood’s thoughtless joy, 
And wish you had forever been 
A careless, laughins, happy boy.—-[Statesman. } 
SEOs 


“! PROM THE MASSACHUSETTS SPY. 
MY FUTURE LOT. 
I know, that now the stormy wave 
O! time is urging me along, 
To join the tenants of the grave, 
Aad mingle in the countiess throng 
Of those, whose honie is where the lucid ray 
Has never shone, save an their burial day. 
But whether this cold form shall rest 
Beneath some peaceful church-yard willow, 
Or whether o’er my silent breast, 
Shall sound the dashings of the bilicw, 
Js all unknown,—nor would J seek to know 
What heaven has wisely hid from all below. 
And whether in its early prime, 
My sun of life shall sink in night, 
Or, far adown the sky of time, 
Pour its dim beams of trembling light, 
Ts not tor me to know, tiil death reveals 
The many mysteries which life conceals. 
And whether those, who love me now, 
Shall weep around my dying beJ, 
Or, one by one, successive bow 
Beneath the struke of death, till shed, 
Drop after drop, are all affection’s tears, 
Remains to be revealed by future years. 
I know, that while I linger here, 
If longer life to mie be given, 
These eyes will shed full many a tear, 
This heart with many a gvicf be riven ;— 
‘To float upon a smooth and storm!ess sea, 
1 know, is not the life assigned for me. 
But when or where those woes will rise 
To cloud the days that hasten on,— 
Whether upon my evening skies, 
Or ere the glow of life is gone, 











i I cunnot tell;—enough fur me to know, 
| Unerring wisdom marks my lot below. 
* Buough for me to know, that while 
| ‘The storms of time around me roll, 
} Or nature’e soft and gentle smile, 
| ». Sheds its sweet iufluence o’er my soul, 
| There is a hand that leads ‘he wanderer on, 
Even from liie’s earliest hour till its last sian has shone, 
And when the voice of death shall call 
With its dee», thrilling.tones for me, 
And round me the funer pall 
Shall throw its sable drapery, 
The hand of God will mark my resting-place, 
; Aud rule each scene that waits around my closing days. 
C.A.R. 
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THE VESPER BELLI. 
BY JOHN MALCOMB, Ese, 
| Hark! ’tis the Vesper. Beli 
Far pealing from the shore,— 
! Oh, weleome are the tuues that tell 
Of orean wanderings o'er :— 
They hail us from the bomeless main 
Toearth’s great family again. 
Sad—solemn—and sublime, 
Above the waters swung, 
Rolls on that awful voice of time, 
Toll’d from his iron tongue— 
And every deep and sullen boom 
Seems like an echo from the tomb. 


Lorn as a distant knell 
O'er F riendship’s passing bier, 
Or accents of a far iarewell 
From snany a vanish’ year ; 
Awakening with its mournful voice 
The memory of departed joys. 
j It brings the dream of home, 
Oi sweet sequestered bowers : 
Of shades through which I loved to roam 
! At still and starry hours: 
i. Of musick heard at fall of day, 
Over the seas and far away. 
Of hall and soc:alhearih, 
i Of love walks ‘neath the lee, 
{ When day, departed from the earth, 
| Was buried im the sea; 
And beating heart and blushing cheek 
Revealed what maiden may not speak. 
Of Sabbath's holy calm, 
Orizon’s duly said 
In temples where the choral psalm 
| Died o’er the silent dead,— 
i And to each hallelujah gave 
Response—the echoes of the grave. 
Oft have I paused to hail 
Amid my own loved land, 
i - The vesper chime o’er hill #ad dale 
| Float downward to the sirand, 
And meit above the summer sea, 
As now its magick falls on me. 
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And thus its dying strain 
Above the waters cust, 

Thrills o’er the dark, mysterious chain - 
That links me to the past ; 

And from the dim and distant shure, 

Speaks io my heart of days of yore. 





The <iospel Advocate und Impartial Investigator, is 
published every other Saturday, by U. F. DousLEpat, 
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